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franes— thus making a profit of four-fifths. The inhabitants of
Detroit pay M. la Motte two franes ten sous a year for each lot
of land measuring one rood, fronting on the river, by twenty
in depth ; and for the ground in the fort, they pay two sous for
each foot of front, and double that amount when this plot bor-
ders on two streets. All the inhabitants also pay to M. la Motte
a tax of ten franes a year, which he claims for himself. This
tax is levied for the privilege of free trade with the Indians.
M. d’Aigremont also recounted many acts of petty tyranny on
the part of M. la Motte, especially exercised toward the poor
soldiers that were under his immediate control.

This inspector asserted that there can be no doubt that main-
taining the establishment at Detroit must be highly prejudicial
to Canada; for, said he, “Our allies the Hurons even now carry
their peltries through the country to the English ; and they have
also introduced to the English the Miamis, of whom they for-
merly made such good use in the war which we had against
them.”

In the month of April, 1707, the Miamis having killed three
Frenchmen, M. 1a Motte sent orders to the Outawas to come to
his aid, having heard that the Iroquois, Hurons, and Miamis
were determined on the destruction of the French. Three hun-
dred good men of the Outawas immediately set out, under the
command of the two officers sent by M. la Motte ; but they were
surprised to learn, before they reached Detroit, that M. 1la Motte
had already made peace with the Miamis.

The conditions of the peace were, first, to deliver up the mur-
derers within forty days; second, to return within fifteen days,
a little Outawa whom they had taken captive ; third, to pay for
the cattle which they had killed; fourth, to restore the goods
which they had stolen from the French. The fifteen days hav-
ing elapsed and the little Outawa not having been sent back,
M. la Motte resolved to make war npon the Miamis, although
the forty days that he had given them for the delivery of the
murderers had not yet expired. He called together the French
and savages, and after having lifted the tomahawk in counecil,
he departed with four hundred men to attack the fort of the
Miamis. But he conducted the march without that order and



